Kootenai Shoshone Soil and Water Conservation District

7830 Meadowlark Way, Ste. C-1

Coeur d'Alene ID  83815

208.209-4348
“Putting conservation on the ground by promoting stewardship” 

Minutes

Date: June 10,2026
Present 





Absent (Board members)
 

Laurin Scarcello – Chairman



Thomas Shafer- Associate Supervisor

Jon Groth – Vice-Chairman








Joel Noland – Supervisor
Kevin Hicks - Supervisor
Richard Meyer- Supervisor




Wes Evans – Treasurer/Secretary
Paul Mahlow - Supervisor







Linda Ely- Associate Supervisor

Bob Flagor – Associate Supervisor

John Mobbs – Associate Supervisor

Karla Freeman, KSSWCD District Administrator
Heather Pound –  ISWCC
Corey Bonsen – NRCS

Jade Clinkenbeard - IDEQ

The meeting was held at the NRCS Conference Room located in the USDA Building located at 7830 Meadowlark Way, Suite C-1, Coeur d’Alene, ID  83815
Meeting called to order by Chairman Laurin Scarcello at 8:00 am.
Introductions were made around the room.

Jon Groth moved and Joel Noland seconded the motion to approve May’s meeting minutes. MOTION PASSED.
Joel Noland moved and Paul Mahlow seconded the motion to approve May’s financial reports.  MOTION PASSED.  
Next on the agenda is NRCS, Corey Bonsen:
Staffing and Office
· Rae Ann Dubey was extended for another 120 days to be the Acting State Conservationist for Idaho.  

· There doesn’t appear to be any hiring actions that will take place in the foreseeable future, so people rotating details will continue to be the norm.    

· Civil Rights national review is coming to Idaho in July.   As part of that, they chose several offices around the state to do a review.  This involves checking facilities for accessibility, poster reviews, interviewing staff, a program participant, and a board member.  CdA is one of the offices selected.   

· There is also a partnership checklist I have attached.  It has all the board members’ names and requests signatures.   

Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) and Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP)
· We have done pre-approvals with the money that we received.  So far, we only have 16 applications pre-approved.

· 1 CSP for Non-Industrial Private Forestland

· 2 Forest Management Plans

· 11 Forestry Fuels Reduction

· 1 High Tunnel

· 1 Streambank project

· We have submitted an additional funds request to national, in the hopes of funding a few more projects.  The request went in last Friday June 5th.  

	


Next on the agenda is Heather Pound with ISWCC, Heather updated that the district surveys are due by July 31,2026 to the commission. Heather also updated on the merger with IDWR.  This merger has been approved by the legislature, and they are starting to work out an MOU between the agencies. Someone should be reaching out to the districts to get our input on priorities that need to be addressed in the MOU. Heather also updated the 319-grant cycle will close on July 17, 2026.
 Next on the agenda is Karla Freeman, District Administrator:

Boat Stations – All stations are open and very busy.  As of the end of May 2026, we have done over 6,000 inspections just at our 4 stations and 9 fouled boats have been found. 
319 Grant Cycle- We are working on one grant to be submitted by the close date of July 17,2026.
No Till Drill- So far, we have rented the drill to 9 landowners for 285 acres and a total income of $4028.53.

Modern Home Steading Conference - Karla reminded the board that the conference will be on Friday June 26, and Saturday June 27th and asked for volunteers to man the booth both days as well as help set up and break down.
ISWCC Merger - The merger has been approved by the legislature and IDWR and ISWCC are currently working on an MOU.

Next on the agenda is Jade Clinkenbeard with IDEQ to do a presentation on Canyon Creek.
This is a project that was ranked at the BAG meeting and at the state level of 2025 and approved. IDEQ is requesting that the District take on the administration portion of this project due to the City of Wallace/HMH Engineering has no way to administer this grant. The project consists of some bank remediation on a landowner’s property in Shoshone County.  Jade is working will all the agencies involved to get the engineering plan to us.  The District and ISWCC would contribute some match hours for oversite.

Next on the agenda is the action item to purchase a new tv for the conference room.  Joel motioned and Richard Meyer seconded the motion to purchase a new tv with any necessary components not to exceed $500.00. MOTION PASSED.

Next on the agenda is the No till drill ongoing discussion.  John Mobbs mentioned we needed to have a meeting to discuss job duties and possible hiring for a part time person to run the no till drill program.  We will continue to have this on the agenda as to keep the discussions ongoing. 
Next on the agenda is the Modern Homesteading Conference.  Karla mentioned again the need for volunteers to work both days of this event.  John Mobbs and Wes Evans will be manning the soil health presentation and will be there both days. 
Next is Jon Groth to give an update on the Kingston Cataldo Sewer Project.  Jon says they are 90% completed with this project and should be fully completed sometime this summer.  Jon also mentioned that there is going to be a 5 – 10-acre test plot for the Forest Service to test a special mixture of grass to be planted on the project area.  The specialty seed will cost $2,000.00, Jon has asked the District for board approval to pay for the seed. This is an excellent opportunity for the District to be more involved in sponsoring this project. Richard Meyer moved and Joel Noland seconded the motion.  MOTION PASSED.
Laurin Scarcello, Chair reminded the board of the upcoming Agriculture Protection Area (APA) meeting on Thursday June 11, 2026 at 8:00 am.  Location of meeting is at the County Administration Building on Government Way in Room 1A.  All are welcome to attend.
Next meeting will be on July 8, 2026, at 8:00 am.
Meeting adjourned at 9:30 am.
