Kootenai Shoshone Soil and Water Conservation District

7830 Meadowlark Way, Ste. C-1

Coeur d'Alene ID  83815

208.209-4348
“Putting conservation on the ground by promoting stewardship” 

Minutes

Date: July10 , 2024
Present 





Absent (Board members)
 

Laurin Scarcello – Chairman



Joel Noland – Supervisor




Linda Ely – Vice – Chairman




Wes Evans – Secretary/Treasurer



Bob Flagor, Associate Supervisor
Jon Groth – Supervisor

Kevin Hicks – Supervisor

Thomas Shaffer- Supervisor

John Mobbs – Associate Supervisor

Karla Freeman, KSSWCD 




Jenna Ditzel – ISWCC 
Corey Bonsen- NRCS
Ken Windram – District Administrator – Hayden Area Regional Sewer Board

The meeting was held at the NRCS Conference Room located at 7830 Meadowlark Way Suite C-1, Coeur d’Alene, ID  83815.
Meeting called to order by Chairman Laurin Scarcello at 9:04 am. 
Introductions were made around the room.
Jon Groth moved, and Kevin Hicks seconded the motion to approve June’s 2024 meeting minutes. MOTION CARRIED.

Kevin Hicks moved, and Linda Ely seconded the motion to approve June’s and May’s 2024 financial report.  MOTION CARRIED.
Next on the agenda was Corey Bonsen, NRCS. See handout attached. 
Next on the agenda was Jenna Ditzel, ISWCC had the following commission updates: 
Agency Report

· $8,500 base and $6,000 operations allocations are in process and will be disbursed before the end of July as one $14,000 deposit—for those enrolled in direct deposit—or one $14,000 paper warrant for those not enrolled in direct deposit.
· Currently interviewing for the Deputy Administrator/Operations Manager position that was vacated by Loretta. 

WPQA

· During the June 20th Commission meeting, 14 (potentially 15) WQPA projects were approved for funding. 

· The furthest north is Latah SWCD with a riparian planting and fencing project 
Upcoming To-Do’s
· Conservation District Survey should be sent to brenda.charles@swc.idaho.gov by July 31st
· Financial & Match reports are due August 16th 

Next on the agenda is Karla Freeman, District Administrator:

Karla updated on the following projects:

No-till drill- We have been awarded the grant from the 319 BMP Program with DEQ.  This is an action item later in the meeting to approve the MOU.
319 Grant Cycle – Grant cycle closed on Monday July 15, 2024.  We have already submitted our two applications, both in Shoshone County.


Boat Stations – All boat stations are open and are very busy.

Annual Audit – Starting to send over files and documents to Alpine Summitt formerly Anderson Brothers. 

Elections – All elections paperwork has been filed in both Kootenai and Shoshone County.

Annual District Survey – This is due by July 31, 2024, but we have already submitted it from our district.

Next on the agenda was Ken Windram, District Administrator with the Hayden Area Regional Sewer Board, with a power point presentation to show the board what they do.  Questions and discussions were held around the room concerning the use of the carbon biproduct on agriculture and what the beneficial uses would be on farmland.  Could the farmers on our board be interested in this practice?  Kevin Hick, Supervisor on the board, will take some of this bi-product and do some sample testing on this and share his findings with the board. 
Next on the agenda is to approve the MOU from DEQ on the 319 BMP No Till Drill Program, Wes Evans moved, and Thomas Shaffer seconded the motion.  MOTION CARRIED.
Next on the agenda was a short discussion on the no till drill concerning the rental contracts, checklist, rates, deposits, etc.  Karla will reach out to the board to set up a meeting to work out all these specifics so we can finalize the rental contracts and other documents needed.

Next on the list is a short power point presentation to wrap up the takeaways from the Modern Homesteading Conference by Jenna Ditzel, ISWCC.  Jenna updated that overall, this was a very successful event. We had a huge turnout of over 5,000 people for this event for 2024.  The District would like to thank all the partners that volunteered to help man the vendor booth and set up the day prior as well as all the board members that stepped up to volunteer for shifts. Thank you to John Mobbs, Associate Supervisor for loaning us the no till drill for a display at the booth.  There was a ton of interest in this and the no till program that we are starting up.  
Next on the agenda was to amend the July 10, 2024, Agenda to add an action item concerning the participation of the Modern Homesteading Conference for 2025.  Linda Ely moved, and Kevin Hicks seconded the motion to amend the agenda and add an action item.  MOTION CARRIED.
Wes Evans moved, and Jon Groth seconded the motion to approve participating in the 2025 Modern Homesteading Conference and move forward with securing the designated area and supplies. MOTION CARRIED.
Next on the agenda was a short update from Jon Groth, Supervisor, concerning the Kingston Water and Sewer Plant improvements.  Jon updated that University of Idaho is in talks with the water and sewer district about the possibility of having some acreage set aside for them to test the growing of plants. There is also interest from the governor’s office on maybe a test plot to grow milk weed as well. 
Next meeting will be on Wednesday August 14, 2024, at 9:00 am.

Meeting adjourned at 11:00 am.

