Kootenai Shoshone Soil and Water Conservation District

7830 Meadowlark Way, Ste. C-1

Coeur d'Alene ID  83815

208.209-4348
“Putting conservation on the ground by promoting stewardship” 

Minutes

Date: March 11,2026
Present 





Absent (Board members)
 

Laurin Scarcello – Chairman





Jon Groth – Vice Chairman



Joel Noland – Supervisor
Richard Meyer- Supervisor

Wes Evans – Treasurer/Secretary



Kevin Hicks – Supervisor





Linda Ely- Associate Supervisor

Bob Flagor – Associate Supervisor

John Mobbs – Associate Supervisor

Karla Freeman, KSSWCD District Administrator
Bill Lillibridge – Call In
Lance Burton- NRCS

The meeting was held at the NRCS Conference Room located in the USDA Building located at 7830 Meadowlark Way, Suite C-1, Coeur d’Alene, ID  83815
Meeting called to order by Chairman Laurin Scarcello at 9:00 am.
Joel Noland moved and Richard Meyer seconded the motion to approve February’s meeting minutes. MOTION CARRIED.
Paul Mahlow moved and Kevin Hicks seconded the motion to approve February’s financial reports.  MOTION CARRIED.  
Next on the agenda is NRCS, Lance Burton: 
Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP)

· Ranking has a deadline of 05/15/2026

· Obligating has a deadline of 07/10/2026

· We are only at 53% of the needed snowpack

	


Next on the agenda is Bill Lillibridge, ISWCC – 
ISWCC will be interviewing the week of March 16 for the North Idaho Natural Resources Conservationist position for the Commission.  We have five strong candidates so hopefully we will get someone on board soon. Bob Flagor, Associate Supervisor along with Sarah Garcia, Bonner SWCD Administrator, and Rebecca Stevens with the CDA Tribe will be sitting in on these interviews.

Bill has been working with some landowners on possible new 319 projects.  We will be discussing this in more detail once the grant application cycle has opened.  Bill will also be revisiting a couple of projects that were not far enough along in the research last year to get those applied for. 
 

The Legislature has advanced another 1% recission on FY 2026 General Fund money.  The Commission will absorb that within our budget.

 

The Legislature has proposed a 5% reduction in all FY 2027 General Fund monies.  That will impact the District Trustee and Benefits funds.  We will still be using the same formula to distribute match funding as in previous years.  As most of the state partners the District works with will be subject to that reduction, expect services to be impacted.  For instance, in FY2026 the North Idaho DEQ office suspended much of its sampling for water quality.  If that continues, it may impact TMDL plan development.

 

Here are some updates from this Legislative Session to make you aware of a new bill that came on our radar.

 

Senate Ag. Affairs Committee – Agency update was 2/12/2026

House Ag. Affairs Committee - The Langdon Group merger presentation was 2/12/2026

House Ag. Affairs Committee – Agency update was 2/16/2026 (moved up from 2/18/2026)

JFAC - ISWCC Budget Presentation was presented this morning, 2/23/2026

Senate Ag. Affairs Committee – The Langdon Group merger presentation is scheduled for 3/10/2026

 

H0503 – Establishing ISWCC under IDWR. https://legislature.idaho.gov/sessioninfo/2026/legislation/H0503/  

•           Passed the House (67 ayes - 0 nays - 3 absent), 2/20/2026

•           Introduced to the Senate, 1st Reading  2/23/2026

 

SCR115 - SWCC and IDWR consolidation. https://legislature.idaho.gov/sessioninfo/2026/legislation/SCR115/
•           Adopted by the Senate (adopted – voice vote), 2/9/2026

•           Adopted by the House (67 ayes - 0 nays - 3 absent), 2/20/2026

•           Signed by president-Senate 2/24, Signed Speaker – House 2/25

 

S1243 – Idaho Code Clean up, Idaho OnePlan. https://legislature.idaho.gov/sessioninfo/2026/legislation/S1243/
•           Passed the Senate (35 ayes - 0 nays - 0 absent), 2/18/2026

•           Referred to the Senate Ag. Affairs, 2/19/2026

 

New* H0726 – Sponsored by Representative Brandon Mitchell (R District 6)

This bill would make changes to District Elections.  This did not come through ISWCC.  We became aware of this bill on Friday and IASCD is aware.  https://legislature.idaho.gov/sessioninfo/2026/legislation/h0726/    

https://klewtv.com/news/local/idaho-bill-would-shift-election-dates-adjust-mail-ballot-deadlines
 
 Next on the agenda is Karla Freeman, District Administrator:

Boat Stations – Training will be Monday March 16th and Tuesday March 17th for an open date on Wednesday March 18th.
LGIP – will me moving the majority of the savings account into this account.  Will leave the required balance to maintain open accounts with the bank.
Spring Division 1 Meeting- Meeting will be held on Wednesday March 25, 2026, and our sister District Bonner Soil & Water will be hosting for the spring meeting.  Need to RSVP by the end of the week.
Tree Seedlings- Currently we have just over 14,000 left to sell.  We will be taking delivery of the seedlings on Wednesday April 8,2026 and start sorting on Thursday April 9th, and a landowner pick up of Friday April 10th. 

Next on the agenda is Kelli Moe, Boat Station Manager, to update on training, signage, and construction of the boat station sites.  We will continue to discuss with Idaho Department of Agriculture some of the ongoing issues we need to have addresses starting a new season.
Next on the agenda is the action item to approve the 5 yr/Annual Plan with one amendment to the Annual Plan, Priority 1, the addition of “Develop recommendations for Legislative action to implement our top priorities”. Joel Noland moved and Richard Myere seconded the motion to approve this with the revision.  MOTION PASSED.
Next on the agenda was Jon Groth to update on the Kingston Cataldo Sewer Improvement Project.  Jon was in Boise two weeks ago to update the state on this project.  With all of the press and public outreach happening around this project, it is getting amazing positive feedback.  Avista has donated 20 acres of wildflower see native to the area for planting.  With the mild winter that we have had, there was no winter construction shutdown.  
Next on the agenda is the approval of the 2026 Boat Station Season MOU.  Joel Noland moved and Richard Meyer seconded the motion.  MOTION PASSED.

Next on the agenda was John Mobbs, Associate Supervisor, to discuss a demo on an extractor.  April 16,2026 will be the demo for this.  Anyone interested in this should reach out to John directly.  The District needs to think about whether this is something we would like to offer landowners.  If we were to purchase this, there would be a great need for education to include workshops on composting, and the extractor use.  We would also need to do training videos for the website. Wes Evans, Secretary/Treasurer, updated the board the Zimmerman’s has listed the District as a referral for people interested in purchasing the ESCH 5612 No Till Drill.  Wes has already received two calls from out of state to discuss this drill.

Next meeting will be on April 15,2026 at 8:00 am.
Meeting adjourned at 10:40 am.
